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“The camrent eventd of today

Sir Alexander MMackenzio

In 1793 Sir Alemander Mackenzie, an explorer
and surveyor of the BEooky Mountmine, was the
first recorded European wisitor to have been in
the Mackenzie area when he and his entourage
carmped near the town's current site. He and his
crewr traveled the watervays and portaped across
the mountinous site in their guest for the

Horthwest Passape.

Sir Alexander Mackenzie Cairn

The towm naned 3 memorial landing site on
Williston Lake for the famous explorer. The site,
called "Alemander Mackenzie’s Landine,” is
located Gkim outside of the towm.

Althoueh Sir Alemander backensie was the frst
visitor to the repion, the first people to actually
inhabit and make use of the land were First
Nations groups, fur traders, trappers, prospectors

and roissionaries.



bde. Paroy Grav—Fhoto Conrtasy of tha
Maclkenzia and District Musenum

Development Begins
Isn 1952 Percy Gray surveyed the land and water
from a plane and saw the potential use of the
natural resourees in the arsa, He begana wnrhng'
relationship with a eroup of Britsh and Swedish
itrrastors to dewelop the land for use in mindine
and forestry. Both Percrand the itvrestors hecame
wrmbred with the WAC Bennett Gosernm ent
which eventually tool: orver the development of the
land and federalized all powerproducine
measures. Dace the Bennett povvernment heean
the building of the dam, thers was a nesd to clear
and harmest the merchanm@ble tmber on the
bottomlands of the Parsnip, Peace, Finlar and
Omineca Birers. Independent saw mills popped
up to mest this need. For more information on
Perer Gray's flight, please sAsit the Mackenzie and
District Museum or their website at

WWW.ﬂ:I.E.G]{EﬂE}:i.EﬂJ. LS elim.ca

Crushing History
Alone with the independent saw mills to process
the timber, a fnew measure was implemented to
help speed up  the remewml of the
notmerchantable dmber in the wmllers that were
to be flooded with the dam’s construction and
operatioty — the Tree Crisher. This 17 54on
electricallypowered machine was mamdfactured by
le Tournean. The machine arermed i Newvember
of 1964, but smooth operation of it was not
masterad untl Anewst of 1965 when it was ahle to
down ? lm?® in a period of four months, The
machixe was desipned to compress all wood
materials into 3 compact splintered mat which,
once air-dried, would allow for inplace burndsne
with no  additional preparation. The WAC
Besnett Admisustration completed the dam in
1968 and the reservoir beean to form in 1969,
For mors information on the Tree Crusher, please

“Asit

WWW.ﬂ:I.E.CkEﬂE}:i.EC hamber .1".‘!'3 i} .frt‘[' 28 Cf1I5 ]:’TI.E:[' .]:'ltﬂ:l.

The Tres Crusher Hard at Worle Circa 1965

Mackensde in the early 1970° — Fhoto Constesy
of the Mackensie and District Museum

Tnstant Town

It was evident that a towmnsite would be needed to
handle the forestrr operations. By 1966,
Alexandra Forest Industries, Carrier Lumber and
Finlay Forest Industries came into the area and set
up operations at the hase of what would be
Willistosn Iale. That same mear, Maclkenzie was
iticorporated as a2  municipality and  Allan
Sheppard was sworn in as the first mayer of the
commutity alose with six councilars to help euide
the fledeine community towards a solid township,
Alexandra Forest Industries (later to hecome
Britich Columbia Forest Products or BCER), was
chareed with building the ‘instant town.” By 1975,
BCFT had ccmplebed the infrastructiars reqL:Li.fed -
schools, hospirl lishts, water, sewwers, homes, ete.
- for a towesite, With the esmblishment of the
essenitial services and housing, Maclkensie hecame
a destinatios for new families who earned theie
Imrelihood from the forest industry,

“waltome to Mackenzis

Mackenzie of Tomorraw
The communityr contismes to hosnor the towns
historr with the annual Alerander Maclkenzie Dams

Festrml each June: The Tree Crusher currs nitly sits

ity the tovm as a symbel of the forest industry’s
importance o the tovm’s war of life and has heen
the srmbol on which the community & partially
racopnized it the tourism  industrr. With the
peneral shift from  matural  resource-based
economies, Mackenmie, lilke other communitias, is
inn the process of dirersifring the local economy to
iticlinde tourism, mirdne, exerer and hiownerer
producers as well as the adwncement of small
busitiess  wathin the commusitr. For more
information about the communitr of Macle nzie,
please srsit the District of Maclenmie website at

worer. district. mackensie be.ca
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